
 

Tom Evans has been the Executive Presbyter of Greater Atlanta since February 2010. He 

previously served as Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley, 

headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, where he was co-founder of the Alabama Faith 

Council working with churches of 25 traditions.  In addition, he has served churches in Idaho 

Falls, Idaho; Magnolia, Arkansas and Buffalo, New York. He is the son of Brazilian 

missionaries, a graduate of The College of William and Mary, and holds both Master of 

Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary, in Princeton, 

New Jersey. He and his wife, Wendy, a librarian, have two children, Liz and Matthew.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John R. Wimmer is a program director in the Religion Division of Lilly Endowment, Inc., an 

Indianapolis-based private philanthropic foundation created in 1937 by three members of the 

Lilly family. Dr. Wimmer is responsible for several aspects of Lilly Endowment’s grant-making 

in the area of religion, including support for theological higher education, sustaining Pastoral 

Excellence initiative, as well as programs on Faith and Giving.  Wimmer was founding 

president of the Indianapolis Center for Congregations, a program funded by the Endowment 

that helps Indianapolis-area congregations find and use the best resources available to 

address the challenges they face. 

An ordained United Methodist minister, Wimmer was a parish pastor in Indiana as well 

as North Carolina for fifteen years. He is a graduate of Duke University Divinity School and 

holds a Ph.D from the University of Chicago, where he studied with noted American church 

historian Martin E. Marty and conducted historical research on philanthropy and Christian 

stewardship as they relate to congregational and religious life in America. 

Dr. Wimmer has wide experience as a religious leader, having served as teacher and writer, 

as well as church leader and consultant. John, his wife Jan Blasing and their son, David, live 

in Zionsville, IN. 

 

 

Steve Hayner is the president of Columbia Theological Seminary. He joined Columbia's 

faculty in 2003 and was the Peachtree Professor of Evangelism and Church Growth for six 

years prior to becoming president.  Steve has been an ordained pastor in the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) for more than 36 years. 

 

He has a degree in English literature from Whitman College, a M.T.S. degree in Semitic 

languages and literature from Harvard University, a Th.M. degree from Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D. in Old Testament from University of St. Andrews, in 

Scotland.  He has served at University Presbyterian Church in Seattle, and in two ethnically 

and theologically diverse congregations in Madison, Wisconsin; was vice president for 

student life at Seattle Pacific University; and president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, a 

non-denominational discipleship ministry to students on campuses across the country.   

Steve has served on a number of national and international boards, including World Vision, 

International Justice Mission, Presbyterian Global Fellowship, Christian International 

Scholarship Foundation, Fuller Seminary and The Navigators. 

He and his wife, Sharol Rhodes, also a pastor, have three children: Emilie, and her husband, 

Chad; Chip and his wife, Kristen; son Drew, and two grandchildren. 

 

 

 


